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CURRENT INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: West B e r l i n  Popu la t ion  Movement 

1. Before 13 August, about  800 West B e r l i n e r s  moved t o  
the  Fede ra l  Republic eacb  week. The number then  climbed u n t i l  
it g o t  a s  h igh  $8 2,000 a week by t h e  end of September.  S i n c e  
then ,  it has declined, In t h e  nine weeks from 13 August t o  
1 4  October,  13,635 l e f t  tbe c i t y ,  f o r  a n  ave rage  of 1,511 
a week. Th i s  is s l i g h t l y  more $han t h e  p r e s e n t  r a t e  of 1,400- 
1,500 a week. 

2. There has ,  however, a lways been immigrat ion i n t o  West 
B e r l l n  from t h e  Fede ra l  Republic.  Before 13 August, t h i s  r a n  
t o  abou t  500 persons  a week. After t h a t  date ,  t h e  number i n -  
creased, From 13 August to 1 4  October,  6 ,446  e n t e r e d ,  for a n  
ave rage  04 716 a week. The p r e s e n t  r a t e  of a r r i v a l s  is now 
around 1,000, 

3. Thus, comparing c u r r e n t  d e p a r t u r e s  w i t h  c u r r e n t  ar-  
r i v a l s ,  t h e r e  is a n e t  loss of popu la t ion  of around 400-500 
pe r sons  a week, 

4 .  The B e r l i n  Sena te ,  which suppl ied these f i g u r e s ,  
s t a t e s  t h a t  65 t o  70 percen t  of t h e  incoming persons  a r e  em- 
ployed or employable, w h i l e  t h e  same p r o p o r t i o n  of ou tgo ing  
pe r sons  a r e  not employed. There is a tendency fo r  t h e  out- 
going t o  come from t h e  o l d e r  and  more prosperous  segments  of 
t h e  popu la t ion  who take  t h e i r  household p o s s e s s i o n s  w i t h  them. 
There  has been a n  i n c r e a s e  in a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  shipment  permits .  
The Sena t  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  a r r i v a l s  to t h e  r e t u r n  of 
per sons  who l e f t  j u s t  a f t e r  13 August, and  t o  pecsons a t t r a c t e d  
t o  B e r l i n  by t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  of West B e r l i n  firms in West G e r -  
many o f f e r i n g  f a v o r a b l e  employment terms, 
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5 .  While no West B e r l i n  firms a r e  known t o  be 
planning t o  move o u t  of t h e  c i t y ,  a f e w  have r ecen t ly  
hedged against  t h e  f u t u r e  by buying plant  f a c i l i t i e s  
i n  West Germany. 

6 .  Two other  f a c t o r s  come i n t o  t h e  B e r l i n  populat ion 
picture:  one is  t h a t  there has been an increase i n  t h e  
number of East German refugees electing to s t a y  in t h e  
c i t y ,  and t h e  other is t h a t ,  a s  in many l a rge  c i t i e s ,  there 
is an excess of deaths over b i r t h s .  A l l  f a c t o r s  taken into 
consideration, t h e  Senat foresees  a gradual dec l ine  in t h e  
c i t y ' s  population of 1,000 to 2,000 a month, b u t  regards 
this change a s  in s ign i f i can t .  The 1 US Mission i n  B e r l i n  
agrees t h a t  i f  t h e  t rend continues a t  t h i s  r a t e  it is not 
cause for alarm. 


